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Byzantine fleet, in order that he should not be harrassed
while his ships were laden with spoils.

He anchored at Zantarium, a Cretan port, where
for several days he distributed the spoils and the
captives. The ships then separated, each party of
seamen returning to their own respective ports in the
waters of Egypt and Syria. Leo arrived in Tripolis on
24th September, 904, whence he sailed to Tarsus which
was the base for ransoming and exchanging captives
between Muslims and Byzantines. There the nobles of
Thessalonica, including the historian Caminiatis, were
exchanged against Muslim captives. It was from the
writings of this historian that we extracted the story of
this great invasion!15

This is a short account of the annals of the Muslim
seamen. It proves that the naval supremacy in
the Mediterranean Sea was held by the Muslims for
long generations, and that the annals of these conquests
and naval expeditions which ended with the conquest
of Crete, Sicily and the southern ports of Italy and
which could cross the sea in all directions as far as
Constantinople, capital of the Eastern Empire, and
even Rome, the capital of Christianity, and Genoa, the
farthest Italian port, were not less important and dar-
ing than the invasions of the Spanish and English sea-
men in the sixteenth century in the American waters.
The deeds of such seamen as Abu Hafs Omar al-Balluti
and Leo of Tripolis are not less brilliant than those of
modern admirals like Andrea Doria, John Hawkins,
Francis Drake, Cortes, Pizarro and others whose lives
and deeds fill some of the most brilliant and attractive
annals of modern history.
From the stories of these Muslim expeditions
and invasions we could perceive the decline of the
Byzantine Empire and the weakness of the Govern-